


The artificial turf football field at Lincoln High.

Some amenities include an arts complex; one of the largest, most technologically advanced high school media centers in the state; 16 science
classrooms and eight science prep rooms; seven technology classrooms; a career center; a 790-seat auditorium; and 376 onsite parking spaces.
Athletic facilities include two gymnasiums, grass baseball and softball fields, an all-weather track with nine lanes, an artificial turf football field, press
box and concession stands.

“Lincoln will have every amenity that you can think of," Collins said. "Folks did us right because it was long, long overdue.”

Two of the school's academies were scheduled to open in the fall of 2006. The construction was delayed due to heavy rains and an unfulfilled
contract with a prefabricated-building manufacturer.

The new Lincoln High will offer students options in each of its four small schools to accompany rigorous college-prep courses. The Lincoln 9th Grade
Center for Social Justice is designed to help students become critical thinkers and powerful community members. Classes will cover the legal
system, diversity, activism and empowerment.

After a year's delay, Lincoln is set to reopen on Sept. 4.

The Lincoln Center for the Arts will provide visual and performing arts classes to sophomores, juniors and seniors. The students will dance, paintand
design, and make movies, theater and music.

The Center for Science and Engineering will support students interested in biotech, medicine, engineering and architecture. Tenth to 12th grade
students will explore the sciences through hands-on, project-based learning, and a rigorous Academically Gifted curriculum.

The Center for Public Safety will give students a jumpstart toward their careers as law enforcement officers, fire fighters, rescue workers and
emergency response team members. Instructors will be experts in their respective fields.

Both Collins and Barnhart credited the community for their collaborative efforts in creating a progressive school.

“The community has been outstanding. It's been an honor and a privilege for us to construct the school,” said Barnhart, who hired local community
workers and chose to partner with Latino Builders, the Multi-Cultural Contractors Group, Black Contractors Association and Black IPO.

"Black IPO has been with us since day one, and their advice and council have been invaluable,” he said.

Part of the plan was to diversify the project's work force to match the community.



Many Lincoln alumni have worked on the two-thirds minority labor force over the last four years. And the Lincoln Gompers Redevelopment
Committee, established in 2001 to "support community engagement for the rebuilding and expansion of Lincoln High School,” gave locals a
planning voice at the grassroots level.

“They consider this their school," said Barnhart, who also sees the rebuilding of Lincoln as a possible boon for developmentin the area.

Lincoln High will hold dedication ceremonies on Sept. 29. Visit www2.sandi.netlincoln/about.html for more information.

Klam is a San Diego-based freelance writer.






